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cutting construction speed that huilders of the old residences could

[ _l ,_-—-—-"""':" 5
= never match.
- =1 “A neighbor could go to work on a Monday and pass a hole in
o ‘—;— == the ground,” Bluestone says. “He could come back from work on
T — e .

= = Friday and find a whole row of homes — complete.” ¥

| gl — To find a manufacturer of this product in your area ov for more
T information, visit NPCA’s Web site at www.precast.org or call toll free

¢ - (800) 366-7731.

PROIJECT PROFILE

Project: Melrose /I, 30 three-unit row houses, South Brony,
New York

Developer: MClI Associates, New York City
Sponsor: New York City Housing Partnership

Architects: David Danois, Danois Architects, New York City, and
Michael Smith, Equus Design Group, Inc, Belmont, Mass.

Precast Company: Oldcastle Precast Building Systerns Group
(Oldcastle Precast South Bethlehem, N.Y, and Chase Precast,
North Brookfield, Mass.)
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- Writing Specifications for Precast?

A three-story front entry channel, with a stone block look, moves into position - g ’
for installation ’ s , e
[ |

greater savings. Residents will see the results of these and other

features in lower utility bills.

Precast concrete has additional advantages that make it an
attractive building material. It is noncombustible, reducing the
chance of fire in the homes. And precast’s mass dampens sound
from the street outside and between rooms and units.

Bluestone says precast construction also eliminates the call-
backs that builders of wood-frame housing usually experience.
“Wood typically shrinks and swells. You go back to fix squeaks in
floors, nail pops, cracks,” he says.

“Initially we were very concerned that people would look at con-
crete panels negatively,” Bluestone adds, “But with the brick detail
and fenestration details, the response has been anything but that.”

And those kudos should extend well into the future because
precast concrete has a longer life span than either wood or metal
frame huildings, says architect Danois. Order this free CD by circling 211 on the reader response card

Across Melrose Avenue, 40 more precast concrete homes, or by e-mailing npca@precast g,
dubbed Melrose IlI, are in development. With its success on the ’
street, precast concrete is taking its place alongside brownstone as Or download online now at www.precast.orglpagesiquidespecs.html.

a building material of choice in the South Bronx — but at a cost-

For information circle 211
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