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The brick facing issue proved
timely with Oldcastle Precast’s
adoption of new mix technology.
“We had been experimenting
with new generation [polycar-
boxylate type] superplasticizers
to make self-compacting con-
crete mixes,” Messenger ex-
plains. “By eliminating the need
to vibrate forms, the mixes
allow us to achieve a nearly
flawless consistency on thin
brick inlay panels — with little or
no repairs.”

Leading up to the Melrose
Commons II contract, Oldcas-
tle Precast and MC II represen-
tatives visited Chicago installa-
tions of a precast panel system
Praire Grove, Ill.-based Prestress
Engineering Corp. debuted four
years ago (Concrete Products,
April 1998) as an affordable
housing solution. Oldcastle Pre-
cast then invited the developer
and HPD staff to tour Chase Pre-
cast’s North Brookfield plant to see fabrication of panels with
self-compacting mixes and thin brick inlays. Crews were in the
middle of casting brick face structural panels for an Army Corps
of Engineers-built control tower at Westover Air Reserve Base
in Chicopee, Mass. With quality assurance evidenced on a large
scale, and a fine-tuning of architectural precast for unit entry
channels, HPD officials gave MC Il the go ahead to include Old-
castle Precast’s system among Melrose Commons IT options.
Fabrication work proceed-
ed in North Brookfield with a

From Massachusetis (below) and New York plants,
Oldcastle Building Systems Division shipped Mel-
rose Commons II's 130,000 sq. f. of 8-in. hollow
core floor and roof plank; 150 8-in.-thick interior

shorter than average
lead time. Panel and
plank delivery and
erection were original-
ly scheduled around a
window with 50 days
of crane time —a goal not quite met as a result of delays attrib-
utable to start up conditions. With the project now nearing com-
pletion, MC IT has enlisted Oldcastle Precast to supply systems
packages for two jobs on the drawing boards: 1) Melrose Com-
mons I11, a 40-unit development of similar configuration across
the street from the current project; and, 2) a 71-unit develop-
ment of two-level multi-family homes in Brooklyn. MC ITis also
examing how the system could be adapted for a 12-story Bronx
apartment building.

Oldcastle Precast is working on additional prototypes with
pre-finished core modules containing full
bathrooms and utility connections for adja-
cent laundries and kitchens—once again ap-
plying the example of near “turnkey” units
produced under education and corrections

bearing wall panels; 60
8-in.-thick exterior
bearing wall panels with
brick facing; 90 6.5-in.-
thick exterior nonbear-
ing wall panels with
brick facing; 30 U-
shaped channel entry
pieces with block fac-
ing; 120 cornice pieces;
and 30 exterior front
steps. As Melrose Com-
mons |l nears occupan-

ey this summer, Oldcastle will release an animated
CD-ROM on the project, offering it to owners, builders
and industry professionals through its Building Systems
Division, 888/232-6274.
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contracts. Although the early efforts in hous-
ing have centered on New York City, the
company will pursue the systems approach
in all appropriate markets currently served by
its hollow core plants (South Bethlehem and
Manchester, N.Y., and Morrisville, Pa.)

“We know precast has a place in housing,
the market is huge, and all we need is a frac-
tion of a percent to keep busy,” Messenger
affirms. “The opportunity is not in quarter-
million dollar homes in the suburbs, but
rather in urban, mult-unit dwellings.” Con-
sistent with most other precast applications,
he adds, “The design has to be repeatable —
something we can offer in chocolate or vanil-
la. If buyers are looking for pistachio, they'll
need to find another material.” cP



