


Catching the wave
Although the Oldcastle marketing

plan didn’t exactly set out to make them
objectives in meeting the needs of MC [I
in the South Bronx project, many of the
project’s greatest attributes of long life,
energy efficiency, and reusability would
qualify the structures as sustainable.
Sustainable construction now has 9
standards-setting organization. The U.S.
Green Building Council (USGBC), a

nonprofit consortium of organizations in-

valved in rhe design and construction of

buildings, includes architects, engineers,
contracrors, developers, product manu-
facturers, environmental groups, and gov-
ernment agencies.

Since its forming in 1993, the USGBC
has grown to include more than 1400
leading international organizations. The
list includes recognizable names such as
the Nartural Resources Defense Council,
the Rocky Mountain Institute, and the
Audubon Society. Key concrete industry
leaders like Holcim and Lafarge are mem-
bers. It also includes other building and
design professionals such as the Ameri-
can Concrete Institute (ACI) and the
American Institute of Architects. It even
includes retailers and building owners
such as The Gap and Dayron-Hudson'’s
Targer stores.

USGBC's mission is to accelerate the
adoption of green building practices, rech-
nologies, policies, and standards through
market-hased solutions. To this end, USGBC
has formed relationships and priority pro-
orams with key federal agencies including
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), the
EPA, the National Institute of Standards
and Testing, and the U.S. General Ser-
vices Administration (GSA).

A vardstick for green building
Although architects have been ed-
ucated in the concepts of sustainability
since the last century, the debate has often
centered on concepts rather than specific
rating criteria. One of the difficulties in
comparing choices was in trying to quan-
tify not only the cost of sustainability op-
tions bur also their trade-offs. Because
building designers lacked some of the

tools needed to achieve successful green
building design, potential building own-
ers and their designers found ir difficult
to employ cutting-edge technologies.
To remove this long learning curve for
new and energy-efficient products, the
USGBC wanted to create a rating system
that would help manufacturers move the
housing market roward more sustainable
designs. The Leadership in Energy and En-

vironmental Design (LEED) Green Build-
ing Rating System fills a need by provid-
ing a clear definition of a green building
and a yardsrick for measuring the relative
sustainability of projects.
LEED is intended to serve
for the design and construction ream. LEED

as a ouide

allows trade-offs between strategies so that
sustainahility can be maximized within the
limits of budgets and other constraints.
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